
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

January 13, 2014 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:38 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Matt Mealey, Michael Povar, Stanton Saucier, Terry 

Saucier, Len Shaffer and Steve Webber 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Max Flehinger, Lisa Cerda, Marina McLeod, Sandy Mittleman, and Nancy 

Theroux 

 

DECEMBER MINUTES:  The December Draft Minutes were approved with minor changes.  

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Evelyn Garfinkle 

359 family memberships.  

 

BUILDING & SAFETY - Steve Webber 

5100 Mecca:  A follow-up email was sent to Inspector Vincent Scipioni about the September request for 

clarification with regards to which bonus was used to add 20% to the home size allowed by the Baseline 

Mansionization Ordinance (BMO).   

18759 Redwing Street:  On 1-7-14 an email was sent to Inspector John Barton requesting the square 

footage of the addition and which bonus was used if applicable.  The e-mail also mentioned that the 

“remodel” had become “new” construction and asked if the Property Activity Report (PAR) needed 

correction to note the change.     

4438 N. Callada Place: Ongoing construction work continues without permits or inspections.  Several 

dumpsters were used to remove the earth and concrete.   

18757 Linnet Street: Construction continues on first and second story additions to the existing single 

story/single family dwelling with attached two-car garage. Steve will monitor to make sure there is not a 

possible shift from remodel to new construction as well as for compliance with the BMO.  

5925 Calvin: Construction of a new two-story home follows the total tear down of the prior single story 

dwelling, as documented by a picture of the site after the completely demolition of the home.  The 

Property Activity Report (PAR) indicates construction is a remodel.  A letter was sent to Building 

Inspector Vincent Scipioni and Eric Jakeman (Principal, Code Enforcement Bureau) to investigate and 

have the builders follow the rules – the project needs to be categorized as new construction; which 

affects property taxes, entitlements, etc. 

  

PLANNING & LAND USE / TNC – Len Shaffer 

19527 Ventura Blvd, Mama’s and Papa’s Pizzeria: At the last Tarzana Neighborhood Council (TNC) 

meeting, the board recommended approval of a 7-year beer and wine license. 

18713 Ventura Blvd., Kushiyu Restaurant: The TNC board also approved renewing Kushiyu’s liquor 

license.  

19033 Erwin Street:  There is an over height six-foot fence in front of the R1 zoned home. The TNC 

Board voted to not approve the application to retain the fence.  The residents had said they wanted it to 

protect the property from crime.  The Board did not find that the claim of increased crime was credible 

for the location, directly across the street from a school. 



 

 

TNC Elections:  

 Elections will be held on Sunday, March 16 at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center (TCCC). If 

you or someone you know is interested in running, the deadline to file for candidacy is January 30. The 

entire board is up for re-election.  Outreach will be held on January 21 (St. Paul’s on Lindley), January 

22 (Temple Judea on Lindley), and January 23 (Islamic Center on Victory).  Topics will include 

reducing crime and DWP rate hikes. Information will also be available at the San Fernando Art Council 

on Saturday, January 18 and Saturday, January 25 from noon to 4 pm at Yolanda and Ventura Blvd.  

Please try to attend and bring neighbors and friends and encourage others to vote and get involved. For 

more information, please visit the TNC website at http://www.tarzananc.org, sign-up to receive notices 

at EmpowerLA.org or call 818-293-VOTE. 

“Rally In The Valley”:  

Area Neighborhood Councils will be holding an information session on the neighborhood council 

election Friday, January 17 from 6:30 to 8 PM at the Reseda American Legion Hall located at 7338 

Canby Avenue, Reseda, 91335. Speakers will include a diverse group of City Commissioners and local 

leaders. Light refreshments will be served.  

Marijuana Dispensaries:   

A meeting will be held with City Prosecutor Raffy Astvasadoorian regarding illegal marijuana shops, 

including the one behind Village Walk, which do not conform to State and City law.  Approximately 

134 marijuana shops were registered at the time of enactment of the legislation.  They are the only 

dispensaries allowed in Los Angeles. For illegal shops, the LAPD must inspect the premise to insure that 

they are selling marijuana.  Civil and criminal charges can then be filed against both the operator and the 

landowner. 

 

OUTREACH 

TPOA Outreach is on hold until after the March TNC elections to avoid public confusion between the 

two organizations. 

 

DISCUSSION TOPICS  

Encino/Tarzana Library: On Thursday, December 12, from 6:30 – 8 pm there will be a presentation 

on a book about holocaust survivors who were children at the time. A book signing will follow. 

River Improvement Overlay Ordinances: Two years ago the Planning Department proposed an 

ordinance to establish River Improvement Overlay Districts. TPOA, along with other organizations, 

voiced opposition to some of the provisions at the City Planning Commission.  The revised proposed 

ordinances are scheduled to be heard tomorrow (January 14) before the Planning and Land Use 

Management (PLUM) Committee of the City Council.  TPOA’s primary objection to both versions is 

the overly extensive Outer Boundaries of the proposed districts.  For instance, at Tampa, the proposed 

Outer Boundary would extend approximately two miles from the LA riverbed north to Sherman Way. 

Within the outer boundary, there would be significant limitations on allowable plant material, lighting, 

and parking for all new construction or major remodels (at least 50% of the pre-construction value of the 

structure).  Within the Inner Boundary (essentially adjacent to the river), any new structure or major 

remodel to a structure, except for single family homes (commercial buildings, apartment buildings, etc.), 

would require a gate from the property providing direct access to the river.  In addition, a 10 foot wide 

landscape buffer would be required between the river and any use of the property, significantly affecting 

the parking availability for those structures. The TNC is in agreement with the TPOA position.  

UPDATE:  The Planning Department was requested to explore mitigation to some of the issues raised 

and to present the revised version to PLUM in 90 days.  

http://www.tarzananc.org/


DWP Rates: DWP rate bills have increased significantly over the past two years and are scheduled for 

additional significant increases. In addition, there have been major errors on a large number of DWP 

bills, caused by a computer problem. It will probably take 6-months to correct all the billing errors.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.   


